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aware of their own limitations, and then we have seen
others who did not appreciate their lack of mental erjdow-
ment to any adequate degree. Probably the social success
of subnormals and high-grade feeble-minded is in direct
proportion to the degree of apperceptive ability which
they possess; or, at least, this added to other special
abilities.

For the final determination of many moot points, we
need much more careful study of the capacities of mental
defectives who are not segregated in colonies or institu-
tions. We ought to know what percentage succeed
industrially, in what kinds of occupations they are
engaged, and all facts which might throw light on the
causes of their success. This information should be
correlated with their mental age and the training they
have received. It may well be that high-grade defectives
and subnormals are performing more varied types of
work than they are believed by many to be capable of
doing.

SPECIAL ABILITY IN NUMBER WORK

The fact that individuals with general mental defect
may have unusual ability in number work has been rec-
ognized in the case of some mathematical prodigies who
show great disability in all other respects. Considering
the fact that the correct manipulation of the four funda-
mental processes, adding, subtracting, multiplying, and
dividing, depends largely upon rote memory, a function
often extremely good even in the feeble-minded, it is not
at all surprising that even feeble-minded children may be
accurate and oftfen fairly rapid in such performances. Of
course, it is quite a different story when we reach the more
difficult phases of number work, which are concerned with
problems in which reasoning is involved.